
Since 1976. A coalition of 
community partners where 
the preservation of the past 
is the joy of the present and 
the heritage of the future.

Grand Ledge Historical Board ~ Ethelen Herbstreit, Kathy Fitzpatrick, Norm Smith, Cindy Langenberg, Marilyn Smith, Lyle Clark, Stanley Baxter, John 
Gleason, John Herbstreit, Harlan MacDowell, Ann Richardson, Kalmin Smith, Mary Spagnuolo, Cathy Wilhm, Peg Cook, Ann Lawrence.  Serving 2013-2014.

6 
Sunday, June 23  1-5pm   

Grand Ledge gardeners invite you 
to explore SEVEN of  our garden 
gems to support this Historical 
Society fundraiser.  We have in-

cluded city gardens, specimen and 
decorative gardens, herb, peren-

nial, annual and vegetable gardens.
This event is sponsored in part 
by McLaren Greater Lansing.

Advance tickets are available  
at the Grand Ledge Opera House, 
True Value Hardware, and Mac-

Dowell’s Floral and Fireplace 
for $6 per adult ticket and $2 for 
children under 12.  Day of Tour 

tickets are $8 and available at the  
Grand Ledge Museum. 

Please call 517-202-5656  
for more information.

The tour will include the 
following gardens:

The GLAHS Museum 
- 118 W. Lincoln Street

Grand Ledge Community Garden 
Project – 11973 Sweetwater Dr.

David & Janee Penfield 
– 600 E. Scott Street

Cheryl (Moyer) & Jim DuMont  
– 131 Oakwood Street

John & Gretchen Gleason 
– 234 Elizabeth Street

Roger & Marilyn Hansbarger 
– 13650 Wacousta Road.
Jim and Barb Feldcamp 
– 14480 W. Eaton Hwy

Greetings! It is a pleasure to communicate with you thru our second 
newsletter.  Our community response to the first was most pleasing.  
Volunteers to be commended are: Shatzie Lee-set-up, Marilyn Smith, 
David Haueter, E. Herbstreit-writers, others assisting are – M. Spag-
nuola, K. Fitzpatrick and J. Herbstreit.
Speaking of volunteers, we focus on them as there are so many that 

assemble the exhibit. The docents that keep the museum open for 
the public March to  mid-December. Others that provide homes and 
gardens and those that donate time to keep these and other special 
projects and fundraisers going while you volunteer.
The board works to provide programs with the aid of Volunteers 

that keep the society alive and well contributing to the vibrancy of 
the community.  Those who contribute and care for the complete col-
lection as well as complete requested information that comes in on a 
regular basis are commended volunteers. You the membership are the 
backbone of the society and we thank you every one.
On June fourth at a picnic dinner at J.C.Park, your Board was elected. 

          Ethelen Herbstreit, 517-627-8594.

Surveys are coming at a 
later date to be presented in 
our community to discern Inter-
est in the society.  We look for-
ward to your sharing with us 
that we may better serve you.  

Enrollment for mem-
bership form is in process and  
will soon be available. You may 
want a membership or you  may 
want to  gift someone with one.

Grand Ledge Area Historical Society
P.O. Box 203
Grand Ledge, MI  48837
www.gdledgehistsoc.org
The Museum, 118 W. Lincoln Street
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THE MUSEUM

Visit The Museum at 118 W. Lin-
coln St., each Sunday 2-4 pm or 
festival days 12-4 pm.  The pres-
ent exhibit is “Things of Beauty:  
Decorative Arts” from the past 
and present.  Group tours are 
available by calling 517-627-5170.
The newest additions to the ex-

hibit are a computer slide show 
“Tomorrow’s History is 
Today” with pictures of 
Grand Ledge scenes and 
festivals compliments of 
Bill Gibbons, a geranium 
painting by Annette Ryan 
and a dried rose arrange-
ment by Sandy Kallen.

We are putting together Grand 
Ledge artifacts for the fall ex-
hibit at Eaton County Court-
house -- “Points of Pride” Eaton 
County Schools -- academic, 
music, sports, theater, etc.
Check out the monthly exhibits 

in the Chamber window at 220 
S. Bridge St.  We loaned period 

artifacts for the May 
Victorian  window 
and provided flags 
and past Yankee  
Doodle Day post-
ers for their June 
Patriotic window.
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“Things of Beauty - Decora tive Arts”



Sponsor  Stan Baxter 
with many memories of  

growing up in Grand Ledge.

GLAHS Dates to Remember
June 22  Sat - Yankee Doodle Days 

– Museum Open12-4pm

June 23  Sun - GLAHS Garden Tour  1-5pm 

– 10th Anniversary – Museum & Community Gardens

Aug. 3  Sat - 40th Island Art Fair-Museum Open 12-5pm

Sept. 1  Sun -  Labor Day Weekend – Museum Closed

Oct. 1  Tues - 100 years GLPD – O.H. Grand Hall7:30pm

Oct. 12-13  Sat – Color Cruise – Museum Open 12-5pm

Grand Ledge Opera House dates
June 26  Wed – Interlochen Academy IV 8:00 pm

Sept. 15  Sun – Capital City Chordsmen 3:00 pm

Oct. 7  Mon – David Songer and Friends 7:00 pm

Oct. 30  Wed – Grand Ledge Community Band 7:30 pm

Coming Community Events
Thurs Evenings - Music  in the Park 

 – May Pole Park 7:30pm        

June 21, 22 & 23 – 30th Yankee Doodle Days

July 13 – 24th Annual Ledges Classic Auto 

 and Craft Show.

Aug. 1-11 – Duck Hunter Shoots Angel – Ledges   

    Playhouse, Fitzgerald Park Thurs-Sat 8pm –Sun 2pm

Aug. 3 Sat. 40th Annual Island Art Fair -        

Sept 5-15 – Zombies From The Beyond – Ledges PlayHouse 

,        Fitzgerald Park Thurs-Sat 8pm –Sun 2pm 

                         Oct. 11-13 – Color Cruise 

istorically  
   Speaking 
by David S. HaueterH

The Independence Day 
celebrations of 1875 
were a loud and raucous 

affair!  Velourus Kent and his 
cousin Albert, both 22yrs old, 
were the leaders with Charles 
Reed, Armon Hixon and oth-
ers along for the ride. They all 
gathered at 2am at Kent’s Cor-
ner at the intersection of W. 
Jefferson and Harrison Streets. 
(Their fathers, Peter and Frank 
Kent both had homes on this 
corner) The boys brought shot 
guns and a homemade cannon. 
The cannon was built back in 

1861 just after the outbreak of 
the Southern Rebellion. Velo-
rus’s father, Frank Kent and his 
business partner Abram Hixon 
came up with the idea. They 
took a bar of iron 2 feet long, 
3 inches wide to Rueben Wood. 
He had a machine shop and was 
able to bore a 10 inch hole for 
the cannon. Once complete it 
was mounted on a wooden cart.  
It was a prominent part of the 
celebrations on July 4th, 1861.
So Velorus, Albert and the 

boys were ready for the celebra-
tions to begin! The cannon was 
shot off several times, each time 
followed by a volley from the 
shot guns. Then the whole out-
fit moved down to the home of 
George Berry at the corner of 
Taylor and E. Jefferson and re-
peated the gun salute. Once com-
plete it was over to the North-
side to the corner of Front and 
Bridge to let off another round. 
Finally it was back home to 
the corner of Harrison and Jef-
ferson to start the circle again.
The young gang kept this com-

motion up until 8am in the morn-
ing! In the afternoon the whole 
performance was repeated from 
5pm until 9pm. The local mer-
chants furnished all the gun 

powder needed for the show. 
Fifty years later Velorus Kent 

remembered: “The wonder today 
is to me why everyone in town 
didn’t go insane. Talk about fun. 
O boy! I don’t believe the present 
generation knows anything of it.”

ARCHIVES
We applied for and received a 

$1,000.00 grant from the Eaton Coun-
ty Historic Commission to help finance 
the purchase of equipment for digitaliz-
ing and organizing our photographs!

The contents of the 100 year old 
Trinity Episcopal Church time capsule 
have been cataloged and early pic-
tures and documents that we did not 
have were scanned for our collection.

Call 627-8594
To be the next newsletter 
sponsor in August or November.

Be a VOLUNTEER
Do one thing each year to keep 
History of Grand Ledge alive.


