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THE MUSEUM We recently 
acquired  a sunbonnet quilt from 
the Audrey Lonsberry estate that 
has many embroidered names, in-
cluding Alta Deer, Edna Green, 
Jennie Miles and Nellie Noecher.  
It belonged to Audrey’s mother 
Mrs. Ben McMullen.  We think it 
was made by a group, hence the 
names.  Take a look in the Cham-
ber window during October and 
call Marilyn at 627-5170 if you 
have an idea of the group.
The committee has been work-

ing with the design staff of the 
new city hall (Greenwood School).  
Plans include the use of Histori-
cal Society large framed photos 
of early river scenes, gradua-
tion pictures and paintings of the 
ledges. There will also be rotat-
ing exhibits in wall display cases 
such as, clay folk art, fossils and 
school memorabilia.

Pioneer artifacts for the Cham-
ber of Commerce display window 
at 220 S. Bridge St. were pro-
vided to promote Color Cruise 
& Island Festival, example sau-
erkraut equipment and spinning 
wheel.
ARCHIVES Stan Baxter do-

nated  many records of Grand 
Ledge Clay Products, including 
certificates of all of the stock 
holders -- A  valuable resource 
of names and dates for genealogy 
and other research.  We continue 
to scan the photos (850 so far) and 
file new pictures and information 
received.  There are several in-
quires each month for informa-
tion on genealogy, Grand Ledge 
chairs and houses that need to be 
researched and answered.  Most 
of these come from their visit to 
our website.
We continue to write a short 

“Points of Pride”
See our display of Grand Ledge 
Schools “Points of Pride” at the 
old Eaton County Courthouse 
in Charlotte.  The display will 
include several Eaton County 

Schools.  It will open the  
second week of November.  

Their hours are Monday 11 a.m.-6 
p.m. and Tuesday through Thurs-

day 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

history on some phase of Grand 
Ledge history for Grand Ledge 
Life magazine each month.
WEBSITE According to Da-

vid Haueter, our web master, we 
are getting over 1,000 page views 
each month, plus good activity on 
Facebook. Click here to

Homes, Churches, Tables, Trees. The stops 
will all be festive for Christmas.

1.  Ginny Forstot
 600 E. Jefferson St.
2.  Peg Cook
 204 W. Jefferson St.
3.  Greg Thon
 222 W. River St.
4.  Chip and Kara Christie
 117 W. Lincoln St.
5.  Trinity Episcopal Church
 201 E. Jefferson St.
6.  Bridge Street Church 

Wedding Chapel
 200 N. Bridge St.
7.  Opera House - Decorated 

Trees & Festive Tables.
 121 S. Bridge St.
8.  The Museum “Things of 

Beauty:  Decorative Arts”
 118 W. Lincoln St.

Tickets $8.00 presale,  
$10.00 at the door and are 
available at the Opera House.  
For further information 
call 517-627-7247.

39th Annual 
Holiday Traditions Tour

From Your President
The topic of significance is our Membership Drive! We thank all who 

have returned your membership with category request. Your category 
selection has benefits for you. You will receive a voucher for identifi-
cation and our hope is that it is beneficial to you.  Please know that it 
is never too late to send in your membership. The funding is needed 
throughout the year but it is important to note the voucher is effective 
Sept.’13-Aug.’14. Please help us keep the museum available for our 
community. What ever one can do is a help. Donations are another way 
to help and volunteering is another possibility.  Membership forms are 
available at the Museum on the desk in the front room.  Open hours 
are Sundays 2-4 p.m. and on festival days noon to 4:00 p.m.  Come and 
enjoy the exhibit “Things of Beauty.” We officially close December 16 
but will show it by appointment only until it is dismantled in prepara-
tion for the next exhibit.              Ethelen Herbstreit, 517-627-8594.

https://www.facebook.com/friends/requests/?fcref=rup#!/pages/Grand-Ledge-Area-Historical-Society-and-Museum/92475736914


GLAHS Dates to Remember
    NOV. 5  Tues. 7:30 pm General Meeting Opera House 
Grand Hall - 100 years:  The Episcopal Church
DEC. 7-8  Sat. & Sun. 39th Annual Holiday Traditions: 
Homes, Churches, Tables & Trees
DEC. 16  Mon. Museum Exhibit “Things of Beauty” – 
Closed. Open only by appointment
FEB. 4  Tues. 7:30 pm 2014  General Meeting - Opera 
House Grand Hall “Trash and Treasure”   

Grand Ledge Opera House dates
OCT. 27  Sun. 3:00 pm  Lansing Theatre Organ Concert
OCT. 30  Wed.  7:30 PM Community Band Concert
NOV. 9–10  Sat. 7:30 pm & Sun.3:00 pm – Singers On the 
Grand –“Toast of the Town”
DEC. 12-13 Thurs. & Fri. 7:00 pM  -Holiday Wishes 
Concert
DEC. 15  Sun. 3:00 pm Lansing Theatre Organ Concert
JAN.  26  Sun. 3:00 pm  Bob Milne-Ragtime Pianist
FEB.  9  Sun. 3:00 pm David Kollar – Children’s Magic 
Show
FEB. 16  Sun. 11:00 am – Opera House Bridal Show

Coming Community Events
OCT. 11-13  Color Cruise 
DEC. 6  42ND Annual Christmas Parade
         DEC. 7-8  Sat. & Sun. 39th 

Annual Holiday Traditions Tour:  
Homes, Churches, Tables and Trees

istorically  
   Speaking 
by David S. HaueterH

As the City gets ready 
to move City Hall into 
the former Greenwood 

School, we remember the history 
of this site where our children 
were taught for 159 years.
Envision a dark, dense for-

est with a river cutting its way 
through. Smoke rises from a hand-
ful of clearings where intrepid 
settlers carve out a settlement. In 
the spring of 1851 some of these 
settlers were hard at work in one 
of the few clearings on the north-
side, building a small shack- not 
for themselves, but a home for 
education. 
Completed in May 1851, The 

Red School had one room with 
six benches. Nine children were 
in the first class taught by Mary 
Ann Sanders. This was two years 
before any rough roads or a bridge 
spanned The Grand. Children had 
to take boats or walk on the fro-
zen river in winter. Once they got 
to the north bank, only a winding 
wooded footpath lead up to the 
school grounds.
As the town grew more room 

was necessary. In 1862 a larger 
building, the Stone School, was 
built next to the Red School. This 
boasted two classrooms and to-
gether the buildings served over 
200 pupils. 
This site on Greenwood Street 

was the scholastic heart of Grand 
Ledge; all students attended 
school here until 1870 when the 
southside got its own small school, 

the White School, near where 
Sawdon is today.
In the 1880s big plans were made 

to modernize the school. Local 
builder George Brown was hired 
to design and build a new North-
side School to replace the pioneer 
school houses. Brown built a love-
ly two-storey brick Romanesque 
style building that opened in 
1887. This housed all the north-
side pupils through grade 12. The 
last graduating class was in 1903. 
After that time, both sides of the 
river re-merged into one school 
district and the high school was 
moved to the Southside.
In the 1920s Northside School 

became Greenwood School. Over 
time additions were made to en-
large the building. In 1950 the 

present school was built right 
in front of the old building. Both 
schools were used until 1959 
when the old building was torn 
down and additions were made 
to the new school. Due to school 
reorganization, the school was 
closed in 2010. 

This issue is proudly sponsored by 
Vic & Bev Haueter.  

In support of our hometown.

SURVEYS    We encourage 
our community to take note and 
respond with our survey – Short 
or Long Form.  Call 517-627-8594 
to arrange for this opportunity.  
The museum has copies.


	Bookmark 1
	Bookmark 2


