
Since 1976. A coalition of 
community partners where 
the preservation of the past 
is the joy of the present and 
the heritage of the future.

GREETINGS on behalf of the Board of Directors of the Grand Ledge 
Area Historical Society.  Efforts are being made to help our Community 
(Boundaries are that of the Grand Ledge Public Schools) understand 
the significance of keeping our history available for all the citizens.
In May we celebrated with the Preston Family their 100 years in 

business with l57 attendees.  While in June at the invitation of the 
Mayor of Grand Ledge 25 persons attended the Annual Meeting of 
the Society and enjoyed the Potluck Supper and the tour of Historical 
Society Art at City Hall directed by Marilyn Smith and Cindy Langen-
berg.  Officers were elected as is noted at the bottom of this page.  
Our Survey Process is giving Clubs and individuals an opportunity to 

express desires for future goals of the Society.  Copies are available 
for you at the Museum in the Lower Left Pigeon Hole.  You may return 
the completed copy to the same place.  Come view the exhibit: “Public 
Servants: Who’s Who?”  We are Open Sun. 2-4and Festival Days 12-
4PM.  And complete a survey.
Thanks for All Community Support of the GLAHS which makes a 

difference in the cultural Influence  in our community.  Your Volunteer 
is wonderful- Thanks. If you have any questions, please call Ethelen 
at 627-8594
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The Alexander name block that 
was at the E. Jefferson St. City 
Hall has been moved to The Mu-
seum in back of the garage by the 
section of Bridge St. & interurban 
track.  It was a part of the three 
story brick building  built by Cas-
sius Alexander on the PNC Bank 
site in the 1800s.
We recently acquired a circa 

1900 postage stamp tied quilt 
and a pair of curtain stretchers 
from the family of Fred & Kris-
ten Kloepfer (Eaton Hwy.).
The 80 bound volumes of GRAND 

LEDGE INDEPENDENT from 
1874-1969 were moved from our 

closet at the Library to the new 
City Hall, providing much needed 
space for several more file cabi-
nets (donated by the Library) to 
store our archival materials.
We are continuing to scan the 

photographs and file the archival 
materials at the Library.
People are enjoying the High 

School composite pictures in the 
hallway at City Hall.  Other years 
will be rotated periodically.
We have rented a second stor-

age unit and will be moving more 
items from The Museum and ga-
rage this summer.

Grand Ledge Historical Board ~ Ethelen Herbstreit, Ann Lawrence, Norm Smith, Cindy Langenberg, Marilyn Smith, Lyle Clark, Stanley Baxter, John 
Herbstreit, Harlan MacDowell, Ann Richardson, Mary Spagnuolo, Peg Cook, Ruth Creyts, Marie Brown, John Clark.  Serving 2014-2015.

THE MUSEUM and archives

“Gently Used”  
Art Sale

August 2 & 3
The Grand Ledge Area 

Historical Society is sponsoring 
a fundraiser of “gently used 
art” at the Grand Ledge Area 
District Library Club Room, 
131 E. Jefferson, Grand Ledge.  
The sale includes paintings, 
photographs, garden art, jewelry, 
mirrors, pottery and  statuary.

Join us on 

to be a sponsor
Please call Ethelen at 627-8594.

YOUR MEMBERSHIP IS 
APPRECIATED
Should you desire to become 

a member please call Ethelen 
Herbstreit – 627-8594.
BE A VOLUNTEER – call us 
at 627-8594.  
YOUR SURVEY 
COMPLETED will help us 
learn what the community de-
sires.  It will help you understand 
what we do for you.  

Click here  
to like us on                         

Facebook.

Aug. 2nd 9:00 am –4:00 pm & 
Aug. 3rd 12:00pm – 4:00pm 
Contact annlaw@comcast.
net for more information.

https://www.facebook.com/friends/requests/?fcref=rup#!/pages/Grand-Ledge-Area-Historical-Society-and-Museum/92475736914


To Our Anonymous Sponsor, 
Thank You!  For helping us 

keep the community informed of 
our goals and activities.

GLAHS Dates to Remember
July - Prepare For Art Fundraiser - Call Mary - 627-

7114

Aug 2 - Art Fundraiser - Club Room, Library Sat 

9:30-4pm - Sun 12-4pm

Aug 2 - Museum Open Sat 12-4pm - Sun 2-4pm

Sept. 1  Sun -  Labor Day Weekend – Museum Closed

Oct. 7 - Historical Society Program “150 years of 

Service to the Community” First Congregation-

al United Church of Christ 7:30pm

Coming Community Events
Thurs Evenings - Music  in the Park 

 – Bridge Street Plaza 7:30pm   

May-Oct - The Farmers Market Bridge St Plaza   Sat  

 9-1pm

June 19-29 – “In The Next Room or The Vibrator Play”  

 – Ledges Playhouse, Fitzgerald Park Thurs-Sat  

 8pm –Sun 2pm

July 13 – 25th Annual Ledges Classic Auto 

 and Craft Show - Fitzgerald Park 9-4pm

Jul 31-Aug 10 – “Married Alive” – Ledges Playhouse, 

 Fitzgerald Park Thurs-Sat 8pm –Sun 2pm

Aug. 2 Sat. 41th Annual Island Art Fair -    

Sep 4-14 – TO BE ANNOUNCED – Ledges Playhouse,   

 Fitzgerald Park Thurs-Sat 8pm –Sun 2pm 

      Oct. 10-12 – Color Cruise - Island Park

istorically  
   Speaking 
by David S. HaueterH

Summer pleasures abounded 
in the early days of Grand 

Ledge. The river and islands 
provided entertainments for 
all ages.
For those 

who love 
n a t u r e , 
G r a n d 
Ledge has 
a l w a y s 
been an ex-
citing place 
to picnic 
and spend 
a summer day.  As one poetic 
author put it: “Romantic views 
of  natural parks of mingled 
cliff, river and island scenery, 
seldom brought together in one 
place and which seems espe-
cially designed to win mankind 
away from the fatigue and cares 
of every day life. To find in na-
ture’s companionship renewed 
health, confidence and hope.” 
Exploring the Ledges has al-

ways been popular, with rock 
formations, caves and sweet 
spring waters awaiting the ad-
venturous explorer. Many were 
named along the way:  Falling 
Spring, Rocky Way, Lionshead 
Rock, Stone House, Hemlock 
Point, Lover’s Glen, Kiln’s Cliff, 
Spring Cave, Robber’s Cave, The 
Palisades and Campground Flats.
The river also provided pas-

times with boating, bathing, 
swimming, hunting and fishing 
being very popular. The cool, 
clear waters of the Grand were 
teaming with fish 
just waiting for 
the excited an-
gler. Bathing 
by Victorian la-
dies was very 
popular, bathing 
suits being pro-
vided for them.

The islands themselves were 
also developed to provide sum-
mer amusements. An 1880 ac-
count tells us more: “The pres-
ent proprietor, Mr.SM Hewings, 
is devoting his time …to make 
this a first class rural watering 

place. A spacious 
Hall, bandstand, 
steamer, numer-
ous boats, swings, 
croquet grounds, 
animal parks etc 
will furnish am-
ple chances for 
amusement and 

diversions, while everything 
objectionable will be careful-
ly excluded. In short, those In 
search of amusements or repose 
can repair thither with a full
assurance that the heart, the eye 

and the mind will be gratified.”


