
~ From Your President ~
As the Grand Ledge Area Historical Society (GLAHS) enters its’ 41st year, the Board is excited about
the activities planned for the year ahead.  We have two new board members, Carrie Gross and Jim
Foster, to help us in furthering the goals of the GLAHS.  We are planning several fundraisers;
another Purse Bingo in the Spring and we will be introducing a Gently Used Accessories Sale
(donations of gently used purses, scarves and jewelry would be greatly appreciated).  We hope you
will support our fundraisers as well as our programs.  This year’s programs include a celebration of
the fire department’s 150 years of service to the city and a community sing-along.  The annual
membership drive is in progress and you are urged to return your renewal form as soon as possible.
The project of digitizing archives began last year and is well underway.  The Board is open to new
ideas, and your comments and suggestions are always welcome.  If you have any questions, please
call Ann Lawrence at 627-6632.

Since 1976 – A coalition of community partners where the preservation of the past is the joy of the present and the heritage of the future.

OPERA HOUSE DATES
Oct 29 – Community Band

Nov 14, 15 – Singers on the Grand
Nov 22 – Pops Pipe Organ Concert

Dec 11 – John Two Hawks Christmas Concert
Jan 29 – Taylor Taylor, Vocalist

Feb 28 – Jackalope Western Themed Band

COMING COMMUNITY EVENTS
Nov 9 – Spaghetti Dinner

A&W Restaurant from 11 am to 8 pm
Dec 4 – Christmas Parade

Dec 5, 6 – Holiday Traditions Tour
Feb 11, 12, 13 – Fun on the Rocks

Grand Ledge Area Historical Society
P.O. Box 203

Grand Ledge, MI 48837

Echoes from the Ledges

GLAHS DATES TO REMEMBER
Nov 3 – Grand Ledge celebrates our

Firefighters’ 150 years of service
Opera House at 7:30 pm

Dec 5, 6 – 41st Holiday Traditions Tour
Saturday 11 am to 5 pm, Sunday 1 pm to 5 pm
Museum is open during Holiday Traditions Tour
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A special THANK YOU to Robert Doty
for sharing all the wonderful photos
with our community on Facebook and
allowing us to use them here!



HOLIDAY TRADITIONS TOUR
Homes, historic buildings, tables & trees

This year’s 41st Holiday Traditions Tour will be held on
December 5th and 6th

Hours: Saturday 11 am to 5 pm and Sunday from 1 pm to 5 pm

The museum is open to the
public on Sundays from 2-4 p.m.
and festival days from 1-4 p.m..
We are closed on all National
Holidays.  We are open Friday,
Saturday and Sunday during
Color Cruise and during the
Holiday Traditions Tour
December 5 and 6.

The present exhibit “Farm to
Table” will run through mid-
December. This exhibit has been
a popular one and there is still
time to enjoy it!

To arrange for a group or
individual tour

Call 517-627-5170

The exhibit for 2016 will be
“All Things Victorian.”
We have acquired several
interesting artifacts including a
wool box and buggy jack from
the Starr family, an 1895
washing machine from Carol
Ellis and Thompson Dairy milk
bottle from the Al Kempf estate.

We also received archival
material from David Haueter
including chair company
catalogs, a beaded purse and
other household items from
Edyth Bouck, Naomi Hiscock
and Mertie Wilkenson (3
generations) estate.

John and Frieda Schneeberger, in memory of Earl
and Ruth Schneeberger who owned a farm on
Saginaw Highway, and Kenneth and Nellie Willis who
owned a grocery store and brought farm products to
the community.  (From Farm to Table)

THE MUSEUM
118 W. Lincoln St.

If you have a house you would like to include on the Holiday Traditions Tour,
please contact Marie Brown at 627-1352 or Marilyn Smith at 896-4613.

A unique addition to this year’s
tour will be

Sanctuary Spirits &
Red Salamander.

They will offer tours and tasting
of their wine and spirits.

United Foodservice Solutions is the Michigan distributor
for Henny Penny restaurant equipment such as fryers,
ovens and holding cabinets.  The company has been in
business for 40 years and has been based in Grand
Ledge for 15 years, recently moving to the old Doty Floral
building.

Sponsors

Thank you for your sponsorship!

Also Included:
Emmanuel Lutheran Church

517 S. Clinton St.

Grand Ledge Museum
118 W. Lincoln St.

Grand Ledge Opera House
121 S. Bridge St.

The museum is open to the
public on Sundays from 2-4 pm
and festival days from 1-4 pm.
We are closed on all National
Holidays.  We are open Friday,
Saturday and Sunday during the
Holiday Traditions Tour on
December 5th and 6th.

The present exhibit “Farm to
Table” will run through mid-
December. This exhibit has been
a popular one and there is still
time to enjoy it!

To arrange for a group or
individual tour
Call 627-5170

The exhibit for 2016 will be
“All Things Victorian.”
We have acquired several
interesting artifacts including a
wool box and buggy jack from
the Starr family, an 1895
washing machine from Carol
Ellis and Thompson Dairy milk
bottle from the Al Kempf estate.

We also received archival
material from David Haueter
including chair company
catalogs, a beaded purse and
other household items from
Edyth Bouck, Naomi Hiscock
and Mertie Wilkenson (3
generations) estate.

THE MUSEUM
118 W. Lincoln St.

A unique addition to this year’s
tour will be

Sanctuary Spirits &
Red Salamander.

They will offer tours and tasting
of their wine and spirits.

Also Included:
Emmanuel Lutheran Church

517 S. Clinton St.

Grand Ledge Museum
118 W. Lincoln St.

Grand Ledge Opera House
121 S. Bridge St.

Historic Homes:
Faye and Scott Phillips
418 Taylor St.
(former home of Historical Society
President Ann Lawrence)

Nancy Pennell
200 N. Clinton St.
Sandra Kallen
413 W. Jefferson St.
John & Sheila Deming
306 E. Front St.

Modern Home:
Larry and Cheryl Butkus
31 Ferguson St.



Make sure to attend the presentation at the Opera House on November 3, 2015, at 7:30 pm
for more information about fire history and to celebrate 150 years of service.

There were many historical fires in Grand Ledge and the department saw many
changes throughout its’ history.

(Information above obtained from “Grand Ledge Burned” presentation in 2006.)

In 1986 the building that now houses the fire department was remodeled to
accommodate the fire department and ambulance service (as seen in the photo to
the left).

Grand Ledge Fire Department
Celebrates 150 Years!!

In 1863, the Grand Ledge Fire Department was organized and was known as the
Bucket Brigade.  A disastrous fire destroyed an entire block of Grand Ledge
businesses on the south side of the river in December of 1876. This fire changed
building codes not allowing wood buildings in some areas.  In 1885 land was
purchased for a new fire house and City Hall (as seen in the photo to the right).  The
cost was $350.  The fire department moved into the new structure at the corner of
Bridge and River St. where Ledge Craft Lane is today.  New equipment was purchased
including a new horse drawn fire engine purchased at a cost of $575.

A small business that occupied the Italianate/Empire
style store front downtown was Clarke Hardware
located at 202 S. Bridge St.  It was known as the
oldest established business in Grand Ledge.  Clarke
Hardware supplied quality hardware goods, paints
and furnishings at the most reasonable prices.

The business was started in 1865 by Ezekiel Griffith
under the name S.D. Griffith’s Hardware.  In the early
1870’s, Sylvester Granger purchased half the stock
and the business was named Griffith & Granger
Hardware.  Griffith later sold his stock to Granger who
conducted the business until 1877 under the name
Granger Hardware.  After Granger’s death in 1893,
the stock was sold to Alfred Kiser and William Clarke,
who conducted business under the name Kiser &
Clarke Hardware.

After 4 years of business, Kiser sold his stock to Clarke who operated the
business as Clarke Hardware.  In 1910, Clarke Hardware became a corporation
with all the employees being stockholders. The number of stockholders eventually
dwindled down to Clarke and J.D. Hulce, who was involved in the business for a
total of 46 years.  Clarke eventually bought Hulce’s remaining stock and Clarke
again became the sole owner.  In 1945, the business was sold to L.E. Morden and
F.J. Peacock who ran the business as Peacock Hardware.  Later, the business
became Bennett Hardware.
Some other businesses that were located at 202 S. Bridge St. were The Sign of the
Peacock antique store, Teddy and Me Unique Gifts & Decorative Accessories and
Piece of Mine Pottery Studio.  The store is now home to several talented
photographers sharing the space under the name Grand Ledge Photography.

Clarke Hardware

Business of the Past

When you take a walk downtown, take the time to gaze upon the old brick facades and imagine what
stories these buildings hold.



If you would
like to help

preserve
Grand Ledge

history,
please fill out
this form and
return along
with a check

to:
Grand Ledge

Area
Historical
Society

P.O. Box 203
Grand Ledge,

MI 48837

A special
Thank You to
all volunteers
on the Island

with the
museum

replica and at
the museum

on Lincoln St.

Volunteers
are our heart

and soul!
Please

consider
volunteering
with us.  Call
627-5170 for
information!

To become a
sponsor,

please call
Carrie Gross
at 204-5254

or email
carrie_b03@
hotmail.com

Grand Ledge Historical
Society Board (serving 2015-
2016): Ann Lawrence, Marie
Brown, Cindy Langenberg,
Norman Smith, Jim Foster,
Carrie Gross, Lyle Clark,
John Herbstreit, Ethelen
Herbstreit, Ann Richardson,
Marilyn Smith, Stan Baxter,
John Clark, Ruth Creyts,
Harlan MacDowell

We have lots of other
souvenirs and gifts to

choose from.
Stop by the museum or

Ledge Craft Lane for
more options!

This Grand Ledge Area Historical
Society mug would make a great
holiday gift or keepsake!  Purchase
these at True Value Hardware, The
Salvage Yard Antiques, Ledge Craft
Lane, MacDowell’s or the Museum
for $8.

You can purchase the postcard books at Ledge
Craft Lane for $12.  These books have a wonderful
collection of Grand Ledge postcards, photos and
other information.

Need a SOUVENIR or GIFT?

Membership letters and envelopes have been mailed.  Thank you for your renewals and
continued support!  Just a reminder, life members do not have to renew but donations are
most welcome.

Grand Ledge Area Historical Society
Membership Form

Name _______________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________
City _____________________  State _______  Zip _________
Phone ________________  Email ___________________________
 Family/Household $30  Student $10
 Business/Corporation $90  Donation $ __________

In 1870, what two structures were built?
In 1888, what amenity did Grand Ledge get,

being the second city after Lansing?
How many people visited the

Seven Islands Resort each year?
In 1935, who was elected Governor?

In 1940, Riverside Park was renamed to what?
(Hint: See Area History, Early Timeline)

Want to find the answers to these questions and more?
Visit the Grand Ledge Area Historical Society web site at

www.gdledgehistsoc.org

Grand ledge trivia

Find Us on
Facebook!

Newsletter Editor:
Carrie Gross


