
~ From Your President ~ The Grand Ledge Area Historical Society is working diligently to explore the
past, creating an environment to understand the present and envisioning the future of this beautiful
community we all share.  There is much going on so let’s get to the news.  The GLAHS Board has been
busy planning programs for the 2016-2017 calendar year.  There will be interesting events to attend!

Yankee Doodle Days is fast approaching and of course the community will be hosting a parade and the
GLAHS will participate so wave to us as we walk by.  Our Purse Party Bingo was postponed and is
being rescheduled for the fall.  Of course we will continue with the Holiday Traditions Tour in
December and we will be celebrating Women’s History Month in March 2017 with a dinner and special
program.  See the Gently Used Accessories Sale article inside this newsletter for information about our
August 6th sale at Beagle’s Café and Bakery.

GLAHS Board Officers were elected in June and the officers for 2016-2017 are: Ann Lawrence,
President; Marie Brown, Vice President; Norm Smith, Treasurer; Cindy Langenberg, Secretary; and
Ann Richardson, Membership.  Thank you for your willingness to serve as Board Officers.  Also, a
special Thank You to Doris Wing who has stored the museum replica for many years.

Look for a mailer to arrive at your home in late August or early September as we begin our annual
membership drive. We would love to have you join and work with us to preserve the history of the area.
Please let us know if you have any questions or suggestions.  Thank You, Ann Lawrence 627-6632.

GLAHS DATES TO REMEMBER
July 21 – Election of Officers 6 pm,

Members of GLAHS Welcome
August 6 – Gently Used Accessories Sale,

9 am to 4 pm, Beagle Café
October 4 – Trash or Treasure Appraisals,

7:30 pm, Opera House
October 6 – Purse Party Bingo, 6 pm, Opera House

OPERA HOUSE DATES
September 29 – Capital City Chordsmen 7 pm

October 20 – Friends Annual Dinner
October 23 – Bob Milne, Ragtime Pianist 3 pm
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COMING COMMUNITY EVENTS
June16-19 – Yankee Doodle Days

June 23-24 – Mudges Follies
July – Thursdays, 7pm Music in the Park

July 9 – Ledges Auto & Craft Show, Fitzgerald Park
August 6 – Island Art Fair

October 14,15,16 – Color Cruise

LEDGES PLAYHOUSE-FITZGERALD PARK
July 7-17 – Goodnight Desdemona

(Good Morning Juliet)
August 11-21 – To Be Announced

September – To Be Announced

IN MEMORIAM
The Grand Ledge Area Historical Society mourns the loss of longtime board member,
Marilyn Smith, 1933-2016. Marilyn passionately pursued the preservation and
promotion of Grand Ledge. She was the founder of Ledge Craft Lane, member of the
Grand Ledge Historical Society, Opera House Authority, Grand Ledge Holiday
Traditions Tour and Color Cruise. Marilyn cared deeply about the Grand Ledge
Community and was involved in so many things. Our thoughts are with Marilyn’s
husband of 61 years, Norman, and the rest of her family.

She will be greatly missed.  May she rest in eternal peace



The museum exhibit is “ALL THINGS VICTORIAN.”
Featured in this exhibit is a collection of items showing what life was like in Grand Ledge from the 1860’s to
1910.  Included are the living areas, clothing, entertainment, Island Resort, street scenes, stores and schools.

In the children’s area there is an early buggy, games, books and a stereopticon, an item used long before TV
and tablets.

Music and entertainment was often held in a home.  A variety of instruments that people would bring to form a
band, such as an 1800’s drum, concertina and clarinet, are on display along with a phonograph.  We also have
many early community band photographs.  What is that odd looking couch you ask?  Make sure to check out
the fainting couch or chaise lounge where people rested when not feeling well.

saved to make quilts.  See the scrub board and hand-turned wringer
washing machine used for laundry.

When shopping during this time period, you went to individual stores
such as a bakery, meat market, produce store in season, staple groceries,
shoe store, clothing, jewelry, hardware and buggy shops.  There were no
Meijer or big-box stores.  The stores were located on Bridge Street which
was not paved.  In the exhibit, you will see street scenes showing some of
the stores and the interior of a few.

Clothing at the time was very different from now.  You will see a variety of clothing from children to adults.  A
spinning wheel and weaving loom would have been used to make much of the clothing and scrap pieces were

The Seven Islands Resort provided entertainment in good weather not only for
locals but trainloads of people who came from as far away as Detroit to stay at
the Island House Hotel and to ride the steamboat or roller coaster.  They also
came to enjoy the ledges, mineral wells, fountains and picnic.

On display is an original pot bellied depot stove, a replica of the Island Queen
paddle boat, souvenirs and many pictures of the islands and the ledges.

You will see many scenes and artifacts you probably have heard your grandparents
or great-grandparents talk about. Don’t miss this wonderful exhibit and a chance to
see many things from historic Grand Ledge!

Did you know in 1887, both the north side and south side had high schools?  We
show an 1800’s north side graduating class and an early 1900’s south side
graduation held at the Opera House as there were no gyms in the schools.  Students
living outside of the city attended one-room schools and came to Grand Ledge for
high school.

Museum Visitors!
It has been great to see all the visitors at the
Museum enjoying the current exhibit.  When you
visit, make sure to note the Gothic style of the
exterior, the garden at the back door and the
display behind the garage: the Hixson Mill Stone,
The Alexander building marker, and the tracks
from the interurban that were laid in brick on
Bridge St. but never used. Please call Ethelen or
John at 517-627-8594 for a group or individual
tour or to become a volunteer to help keep the
museum open for the community.  Thanks to
our many volunteers that help in so many ways!

To arrange for a
group or

individual tour
Call 627-8594

THE MUSEUM
118 W. Lincoln St.

Sundays 2-4 p.m.
Festival Days 12-4 p.m.
Closed National Holidays



Gently Used Accessories Sale
The Grand Ledge Area Historical Society is hosting
a fundraiser and having a Gently Used Accessories
Sale on Saturday, August 6, 2016, from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m., at Beagle’s Café and Bakery, 214B S.
Bridge St., Grand Ledge.  We are currently seeking
donations of purses, scarves, belts, watches,
wallets and all kinds of jewelry for both men and
women.  We will also feature art work from the
estate of Hudson and Kathryn Deming.  To donate,
contact Ann Lawrence at 517-627-6632 or Marie
Brown at 517-627-1352, or any member of the
GLAHS Board.  Thank you for your support!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
The Grand Ledge Area Historical Society
is seeking volunteers (high school or
older) to help with scanning and data
entry of information for our website.  This
would be a great summer project and also
a valuable contribution to the community.
We would appreciate any time you can
devote to this effort.  The work will be
performed at the library and training will
be provided.  Contact John Clark at 517-
881-3400 for more information.

TRASH OR TREASURE APPRAISALS
Have you wondered about that clock, the piece
of pottery or that item you just aren't sure
what it is, that you inherited or purchased?
Sponsored by the Grand Ledge Area Historical
Society, please join us for the "Trash or
Treasure" program on October 4, 2016, at
7:30 p.m. at the Grand Ledge Opera House.
Find out if the items you cherish are trash or
treasure (not that you will treasure them any
less). Each attendee may bring one item (no
coins or jewelry please) to be appraised by one
of our local experts including Jesse Lasorda,
Gary and Mary Jo Kast, Cindy Heine, Tom
Potter, Vicki McMillin and Stan Baxter. All
Grand Ledge Area Historical Society programs
are open to the general public.  We would love
to have you join us for this fun program!

Purse Party Bingo!!
On October 6, 2016, the Grand Ledge Area
Historical Society will have the 2nd Annual
Purse Party Bingo! The fundraiser will be
held at the Grand Ledge Opera House.
Doors open at 6pm with play beginning at
6:30pm.  Mayor Kalmin Smith, back by popular
demand, will again be the MC for the event.  There
will be 15 bingo games with 15 beautiful purses as
the bingo prizes, including one vintage purse from
the Salvage Yard.  These purses have a retail value of
at least $40.  There are lots of great door prizes too.
Come support the Historical Society and have a great
time too!

Need a SOUVENIR or GIFT?

We have lots of souvenirs and gifts to
choose from including coffee mugs,
postcard books, informational books,
posters and much more!

Stop by the museum or Ledge Craft Lane for
more options!

We are very excited about the “Photos &
More” section on our website.  We have
partnered with the Grand Ledge Area District
Library to digitize, catalog, and share historical
documents.  New documents and photos are
continually being added.

Visit us at www.gdledgehistsoc.org

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!
Senator Rick Jones
Profiles Hair Salon

Bruce & Joyce Harrington Fillmore

We appreciate your support that helps preserve
our community history!

You too can become a member!  See the
membership form on the back of this newsletter.

SPONSORS

Marie Brown in memory of her mother,
Genevieve Scott

Lyle & Ann Clark

Diane Baldus & family in memory of
husband and father, Lt. Thomas Baldus

Thank you for sponsoring!



If you would
like to help

preserve
Grand Ledge

history,
please fill out
this form and
return along
with a check

to:
Grand Ledge

Area
Historical
Society

P.O. Box 203
Grand Ledge,

MI 48837

Volunteers
are our heart

and soul!
Please

consider
volunteering
with us.  Call
627-8594 for
information!

To become a
sponsor,

please call
Carrie Gross
at 204-5254

or email
carrie_b03@
hotmail.com
Newsletter Editor:

Carrie Gross

Grand Ledge Historical Society Board (serving 2016-2017): Ann Lawrence, Marie
Brown, Cindy Langenberg, Norman Smith, Jim Foster, Carrie Gross, Lyle Clark, John
Herbstreit, Ethelen Herbstreit, Ann Richardson, Stan Baxter, John Clark, Ruth
Creyts, Harlan MacDowell

Membership letters and envelopes have been mailed.  Thank you for your renewals and
continued support!  Just a reminder, life members do not have to renew but donations are most
welcome.

Grand Ledge Area Historical Society
Membership Form

Name _____________________________________________________________
Address ___________________________________________________________
City ___________________________  State _______  Zip _________
Phone ________________  Email _____________________________________

 Family/Household $30  Student $10
 Business/Corporation $90  Donation $ ______________

Find Us on
Facebook!

GRAND LEDGE FURNITURE COMPANIES
Grand Ledge has a long history of manufacturing.  Furniture manufacturing can
be traced back to the earliest roots of Grand Ledge. Edmund Lampson, the first
settler, was trained as a chair maker. He operated a saw mill that also made
furniture. George Bull was also a local chair maker in the 1860s. In 1872 Michael
McMullen ran a furniture and cabinet shop. The West Brothers had a furniture
factory here by 1881.  Several other companies produced furniture here, but the
two largest and most renowned were the Grand Ledge Chair Company and the
Crawford Chair Company.

Grand Ledge Chair Company 1883-1981; Crawford Chair Company 1902-1929;
Jones-Hoerner-Guest Company 1929-1931; Horener Chair Company 1931-c1943;
Hixon, Tinkham and Company c1880; C.E Waldo c1880 (manufacturer of
extension tables); Grand Ledge Table Company 1902-1906 (merged with Grand
Ledge Chair Company); Grand Ledge Furniture Company 1919-1938; Grand Ledge
Rush Seat Manufacturing Company c1920s; Grand Ledge Industries c1945; Grand
Rapids Bedroom Furniture Company 1924-1928 (manufacturing done in Grand
Ledge); Hooker Upholstery 1948-1972 (upholstery and furniture)

Other Grand Ledge Connections:
Michigan Chair Company 1890-1938, Grand
Rapids (formed as the Grand Rapids plant of
the Grand Ledge Chair Company, later spun off
as a separate company)
Century Furniture Company 1900-1942, Grand
Rapids (founded by Grand Ledge native David
Brown, former employee of the Grand Ledge
Chair Co.  See more! www.gdledgehistsoc.org


